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In an Aug. 1 interview with Agence France-Presse in San Jose (Costa Rica), physician Catharina
Wesseling, director of the National University's pesticides research program, asserted that
pesticide use in Central America "is totally out of control." She said, "The ways they are used are
inappropriate, reliance on them is complete, and the most commonly used ones are extremely
toxic with unknown long-run risks." According to Wesseling, long-term health effects of exposure
to chemical pesticides include cancer, genetic mutations and immune, reproductive and nervous
system disorders. She noted widespread sterility in banana plantation workers traced to DBCP, or
Nemagon, as a case in point. While Nemagon had been banned, said Wesseling, other equally toxic
chemical pesticides were still being used. Wesseling said that despite growing awareness of the
risks posed to humans by long-term pesticide use and exposure, the problem has been exacerbated.
In fact, she added, since 1970 uncontrolled pesticide use in Central America including chemicals
prohibited in the US and Europe has increased. Next, Wesseling said pesticide use is not regulated
by any Central American government. In addition, produce grown under conditions demonstrated
to be dangerous to workers are then consumed by the public without being tested for toxic residues.
(See CAU 06/12/91, 07/05/91 and 07/24/91 for coverage of lawsuits by Costa Rican workers against
pesticide producers and distributors.)
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